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THIS YEAR’S CONFERENCE SPONSORED BY: 



What’s Your Lens?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
The theme of this year's conference is "What's Your 
Lens?"  The ―Lens‖ encourages us to Sharpen the Focus: 
examining our work, deepening our practice, and honing 
in on what we do best. It also challenges us to explore A 
Wider View on what ‗experiential‘ can be. How can we 
better integrate experiential learning into the classroom, 
the art studio, the boardroom, and elsewhere? 
 
 

ABOUT  THE  ASSOCIATION  FOR   
EXPERIENTIAL  EDUCATION  

The Association for Experiential Education (AEE) is a non-
profit, international, professional organization whose mission is 
to develop and promote experiential education.  AEE was 
formed in the early 1970s and now has close to 1,400 members 
in 30 countries worldwide.  Our diverse membership consists 
of individuals and organizations with affiliations in education, 
recreation, outdoor and adventure programming, the environ-
ment, mental health, youth development, programming for 
people with disabilities, service learning, and organizational 
development. 
 
AEE is committed to supporting professional development, 
theoretical advancement, and evaluation of experiential educa-
tion worldwide.  Our intent is to contribute to making a more 
just and compassionate world by transforming education. 
 
Membership benefits include discounts on conferences, books, 
and other AEE products, pro deals on outdoor equipment, 
newsletters, the Journal of Experiential Education, and much 
more! 
 
Become a member today and receive your discount on 
conference registration!  Individual one-year memberships 
are $115, a family membership is $145, and organizational and 
institutional memberships are also available.  Check online at 
www.aee.org for all the details, and then use the registration 
form to purchase a membership and sign up for the conference 
at the member rate, all in one fell swoop. 

TENTATIVE   
CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 

Thursday, April 16 
9:00—5:00      Pre-conferences 
 
Friday, April 17 
9:00 am – 5:00 pm Preconference Workshops 
4:00 pm – 6:45 pm Conference Registration 
4:00 pm – 5:30 pm Bookstore Open 
4:00 pm – 5:30 pm Exhibit Hall Open 
5:30 pm – 7:00 pm Dinner 
7:00 pm  Ready, Set, Go!  
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm Welcome and Keynote, Odds Bodkins 
9:00 pm Entertainment 
 
Saturday, April 18 
6:30 am– 8:00am  Fun Run, Yoga, etc. 
8:00 am – 9:00 am Breakfast (Focus: OFA) 
7:30 am – 11:00 am Conference Registration 
8:00 am – 6:00 pm Bookstore Open 
8:00 am – 6:00 pm Exhibit Hall Open 
9:00 am – 12:00 pm Workshops 
12:00 pm – 1:30 pm Lunch (Focus: Job Seekers) 
1:30 pm – 4:30 pm Workshops 
4:30 pm – 5:30 pm Locavore Party and General  

Membership Meeting 
5:30 pm – 7:00 pm Dinner (Focus: NAALA) 
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm  Josh Miner Dialogue Series:  
 Jim Schoel 
9:00 pm Entertainment 
 
Sunday, April 19 
8:00 am – 9:00 am Breakfast (Focus: WPG) 
8:00 am – 1:00 pm Bookstore Open 
8:00 am – 1:00 pm Exhibit Hall Open 
9:00 am – 12:00 pm Workshops 
12:00 pm – 1:30 pm Lunch and Closing  

 

Kidference (Saturday & Sunday) 
 

Bring the family this year!  Beckett staff will provide 

programming for children between 5 and 12 years old 

while you are in workshops. Cost is $40 for one day or 

$75 per child for both Saturday and Sunday.  Price in-

cludes meals, programming, and access to facilities. Pre-

registration is required. For more details, check out 

http://northeast.aee.org/conferences/. 



KEYNOTE  SPEAKER  
ODDS  BODKINS  

 
 
 
 
 
Odds Bodkin is an award-winning master storyteller, author, musician, and educator who has been dazzling listeners for 
more than fifteen years.  He creates magical worlds - from high adventure to light-hearted humor - with amazing character 
voices, sound effects, and musical instruments.   
 

Bodkin, the storyteller, is renowned for his renditions of epic tales.  Bodkin, the educator, taught education and environ-

mental sciences at Antioch New England Graduate School, developed an early literacy program for children born blind and 

a rage awareness program for middle school students.     

In his keynote address, he will weave three of his best nature-based stories performed with Celtic harp and 12-string guitars: 
The Storm Breeder, a New England ghost legend; The Elf of Springtime, a Swedish eco-tale; and Yudisthira at Kailasa’s Gate, a tale 
of life, death and nature from India‘s Mahabharata.  Bodkin will delve into how imagination can prime modern children‘s un-
explored senses. 

 

JOSH  M INER  D IALOGUE  SERIES  
J IM  SCHOEL  

 

As a founder of Project Adventure, Jim developed his ideas at Hamilton-Wenham Regional High School in Mas-
sachusetts. He managed an alternative program in the Gloucester Public Schools for 12 years where he was able to 
practice and refine those ideas. Jim is currently a Senior Contract Trainer at Project Adventure and the Coordina-
tor of Experiential Education at SEEM Collaborative.  Jim is co-author of Islands of Healing, Exploring Islands of 
Healing, and Gold Nuggets.  Jim will be interviewed by Mark Murray, a longtime friend and colleague. 

LOOK  FORWARD  TO  THESE EXCITING  
CONFERENCE  WORKSHOPS !  

 
What is this thing called LEARNING? 
    Sourdough! An Experiential Workshop 
Teacher Training Methodologies: Action Research in Motion 
    Accidents in Outdoor Pursuits – Their Causes and  
   Cures 
Perspectives on the Art of Group Facilitation 
    Going Ga Ga for Global Games! 
Homer‘s Odyssey:  Connecting Classroom Content to Ex-
tended Experiential Initiatives 
    GRABB an APPLE – Better Facilitation through   
    Group Assessment 
Indigenous Wisdom of Nature Connection: Interlocking Na-
ture Awareness and Cultural Mentoring 
    Redefining Adventure: Engaging Youth with Social/ 
    Emotional Disabilities 
Teaching Natural History Experientially is FUNN 
    A Wider View of Service Learning: Sharpening  
   Human Skills through Peer Mediation Training 
The Value of Writing in Experiential Education 

2009 NE R EGIONAL  C ONFERENCE  
H OST  C OMMITTEE  

 

Conference Convener 
Deb Sugerman, deb.sugerman@comcast.net 

Pre-Conference Workshops 
Wendy Manus, wendy.manus@gmail.com 

Conference Workshops 
Chris Ortiz, cortiz@high5adventure.org 

Laurie Gullion, lgullion@unh.edu 
Registration 

Sarah Sullivan, sarahsullivan18@gmail.com 
Silent Auction 

Leora Mallach, mallach@rocketmail.com 
 Service Crew 

Mark Wilson, mwilson@bu.edu 
Publications 

Diane Robie, drobie@shoreham.net 
Bookstore 

Matt Cowburn, mattycows@yahoo.com 
BCC Liaison/Kidference 

Hali Colligan, hcolligan@bccymca.org 
Exhibits/Career Connections 

Ian Hughes, hughes.in@gmail.com  
Entertainment 

Mike Cardus, mike@create-learning.com 
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PRECONFERENCE  WORKSHOPS  

ADVENTURES  IN LEARNING AND  TEACHING 
Presenter:  Jen Stanchfield, High 5 Adventure            
Cost: $40;  Friday, 10am—4:30pm 
 

Description: In this workshop educators will explore tools and ideas for engaging learners in three critical aspects of experi-
ential education: Creating a positive environment for learning, engaging learners in meaningful experiences that relate to academic content and 
important life skills, and reflective practice.  We will experiment with approaches for using experientially based activities to focus on 
specific lessons in academic subjects. Educators will leave with practical activities, methods and tools to use in their class-
room as well as a new perspective on differentiated instruction, lesson planning, and facilitating reflection with students. 

 
CORPORATE TEAM DEVELOPMENT:  LEADING AND ENHANCING CORPORATE TEAM-
BUILDING  

Presenter:  Michael Cardus, Create-Learning-Team-Building     
Cost: $100; Friday, 10am—4:30pm 
 

Description: This workshop is geared toward trainers of corporate clients and organizations wishing to lead team develop-
ment to corporate clients.  It provides you with a strong "how-to" of the entire training function:  Needs Analysis, Design/
Development, Delivery, and Evaluation.   Each Participant will receive a FREE! DiSC 2.0 Personality and Team Assess-
ment Profile! 
 
CULTIVATING EFFECTIVE CITIZENS THROUG H SERVICE LEARNI NG    
Presenter:  Barbara Fiore, KIDS Consortium         

Cost: $150; Friday, 10am—3pm 
 

Description:  Learn how to use service-learning as a teaching strategy to engage your students to identify and research prob-
lems or needs in your community, explore solutions, and implement projects. By building partnerships with community 
members working on local needs, students learn how to effect positive change in the world. 
 
 

GROW FOOD EVERYWHERE!  

Presenter: Deb Habib, Seeds of Solidarity 
Cost: $60; Friday, 10am—3pm 
 

Description: Growing gardens in our communities and schools create amazing ―living laboratories‖ for learning, service and 
activism.  Participants will experience techniques for no-till gardens, solar greenhouses, and building community partner-
ships—all of which promote cutting edge experiential education while revitalizing our communities, mitigating climate 
change, and promoting wellness and food security.   

 
 
INTRODUCTION  TO TREE CLIMBING  

Presenters:  Abram Winters, Daryl Essensa, Beth Sayers, Tree Climbing USA  
Cost: $40; Friday, 1-5pm 
 

Description: Climb with us into the canopies at Becket-Chimney Corners YMCA!  Challenge yourself and experience a new 
adventure that is both relaxing and exhilarating.  Discover the newest adventure programming that will help you think out-
side the vertical adventure box.   

Whether you are looking to enhance your technical skills, experience a unique type of programming, or broaden 
your bag of tricks, you are sure go find a preconference session that fits your needs. 
 

The workshops are separate from the conference and have individual fees that include the facilitator costs, facility 
fees, and lunch on Friday.  Workshops that take place on Thursday and Friday include other meals (check descrip-
tion for details).  Registrants will receive an information packet in April with workshop details.  

 
For questions regarding preconference workshops, please contact Wendy Manus at  wendy.manus@gmail.com 



 
 

PRECONFERENCE  WORKSHOPS—CONTINUED  

 

JOIN THE AMAZING SERVICE CREW!  
 

The Service Crew is the backbone of the conference. When you volunteer for the Service Crew, you con-
tribute to the success of the conference PLUS you have fun and receive a discounted registration fee. 
Your registration fees include meals but not housing. 
 

Service Crew jobs include conference registration, set-up, working the bookstore, helping out at work-
shops, meal time tasks, teardown at conference end, and other administrative and logistical tasks. Service 
Crew jobs begin as early as Thursday morning and end Sunday afternoon. 
 

Being on Service Crew means you are obligated to attend an orientation on Friday after-
noon; work at least two shifts during workshops times; and stay on-site until after breakdown on Sunday. 
When things are wrapped up on Sunday, you'll receive your registration reimbursement less $50. 
 

To apply to be a member of the Service Crew, download an application on the conference web page at 
http://northeast.aee.org/conferences/ or contact Mark Wilson, mwilson@bu.edu     
 

Individual applications will be accepted on a first-come-first-serve basis. 

NAVIGATION FOR OUTDOOR LEADERS  

Presenter: Kurt Hanniger, Hannik Navigation 
Cost: $215; Thursday , 5-9pm, Friday, 9am—5pm (cost includes 2 meals) 
 

Description: Outdoor professionals need a greater understanding of outdoor navigation and how to both prevent and ma 
age a lost person incident. This workshop combines map, compass and GPS skills into a hands‐on workshop to increase 
your skill level and confidence of navigating with groups in various terrains. 
 
 

OOPS:  OUTDOOR ORIENTATION PROGRAMS SYMPOSIUM  

Presenter: Brent Bell, UNH 
Cost: $85 - professionals, $35 - students; Friday, 9am—5pm 
 

Description:  The Outdoor Orientation Program Symposium (OOPS) gathers program directors, leaders, researchers, and 
land managers in one place to discuss the unique issues involved with OOPS programs.  Join colleagues at the eleventh sym-
posium for a day of discussion of best practices, new program techniques, and information to focus the lens of practice. 
 
PEACEFUL COMMUNICATION  

Presenters: Dr. Sam Schikowitz & Ekaterini Vlamis, True Abundance Health Services 

Cost: $110 - professionals, $100 - students; Friday, 10:30am—5pm 
 

Description:  Learn to look into the heart of personal and interpersonal matters without judgment or criticism. Increase 
your ability to communicate peacefully with others so needs are met and work and living environments are harmonious and 
in line with your values. Through improvisation, experiential activities, and lecturettes, become familiar with Nonviolent 
Communication techniques by Marshall Rosenberg, PhD.   
 

STORY BAG:  TALES FOR THE TRAIL, DEBRIEF, AND BEYOND 

Presenter: Rona Levanthal, Rona Levanthal Storytelling 

Cost:  $80; Friday, 1:00pm—5pm (does not include lunch) 
 

Description:  Short teaching tales can be used to set the scene for the day, motivate participants on the trail, help when deal-
ing with a behavior issue, or pulled out during a debrief.   Stories are powerful tools that teach without preaching.  In this 
workshop, you will learn storytelling techniques to deliver the meaning that you hope your listeners will take away from the 
story. No previous storytelling skills necessary.  Fun, participatory and immediately applicable! 
 
WFR RECERTIFI CATION  
Presenters: SOLO Staff, SOLO 

Cost: $125, $35 for CPR; Thursday, 9am—5pm, Friday, 8am—4pm (cost includes 4 meals) 

Description:  An opportunity to update your expiring Wilderness First Responder with SOLO; the oldest wilderness medi-
cine training school in continuous, year-round operation since 1976.  The emphasis is on scenarios in this fast-paced 16-hour 
program.  An American Heart Association Heartsaver CPR Refresher will be offered for an additional fee in the evening of 
Day 1.  



2009 NORTHEAST  REGIONAL  CONFER EN CE  
Registration Form 

Please submit a form for each individual attending 
ü All conference attendees under 18 years of age must be accompanied by an adult. 

ü AEE Organizational Members may send up to four staff at the Member rate. 

ü AEE Institutional Members may send up to 10 staff/students at the Member rate. 

ü AEE Accredited Members may send an unlimited number of staff/students at the Member rate. 
Please print legibly.   If paying by credit card, we urge you to register online at http://northeast.aee.org/conferences/ 
 

First Name (as you wish it to appear on name tag):       Last Name:      

Business/Organization:              

Address:               

City:         State/Province:      Country:    

Zip/Postal Code:      Email:           (to confirm registration) 

Phone (day):        Phone (evening):        

*AEE/AAHPERD/American Camp Association/NYSOEA/NEEEA/CC member # :       

Emergency contact:               

Special Needs:                 

Yes!  I would like to become an AEE Member & register for the conference at the member rate! 
 

 
 

 

Ǐ $65 Full-time Student   Ǐ $130 Individual   Ǐ $160 Family of two Ǐ  $300 Organizational (up to 4 members)    

Ǐ $550  Institutional (up to 10 members)  Ǐ  Accredited, please contact AEE for membership fee                                $      
  

CONFERENCE FEES        (Fees in U.S. funds. Enter appropriate amounts in spaces below.) 

Conference Registration By Mar. 23 After Mar. 23  $  

Member * $170 $200 

Presenter (one co-presenter must register at full rate) $110 $140 

Non-Member  $210 $240 
Student Member $100 $130 

Student Non-Member  $140 $170 

Saturday or Sunday Only (includes 2 meals) $95 $100 

One Day Student or Presenter  (includes lunch) $40 $45 
 

 
* AEE is honoring reciprocal memberships in AAHPERD, American Camp Association, NYSOEA, NEEEA, and CCCP. 

Conference registration fee includes meals Friday dinner through Sunday lunch.  
 

Lodging (see options on next page):  Type of housing:        $  

Roommate/group requested:            
 

Pre-Conference Registration (includes meals as specified in preconference description) 

Workshop Title:             $  

Thursday night lodging:  Type of housing___________________________________________________ $  
 

Kidference Registration:  $40/one day, $75/two days (per child) 

Name(s) and ages of children attending Kidference:         
 

Conference T-Shirt:          $12     Circle Size:      S          M          L        XL        XXL                 $  

 

Exhibitorôs Table:  $50/half table, $100 full table                      $  
 

Payment Options: Check/money order  ____        TOTAL FEES DUE: $  

Credit Card:    ___ VISA   ___ MasterCard      AMEX      Discover     

Credit Card Number         Expiration Date      Security Code   

Name as Shown on Card (print)             

Billing Address              

(exactly as it appears on the credit card statement) 

Cardholderôs Signature          Todayôs Date     

NOTE: Service Crew applicants must register and pay at below rates.  If accepted for the Crew, you will be reimbursed, 

for all but $50 of your registration fee. Apply at http://northeast.aee.org/conferences/ 

¶ If mailing, please return this form with payment in full (Checks made out to AEE) to: AEE, Attn: 2009 Northeast Con-
ference Registration, 3775 Iris Avenue, Suite 4, Boulder, Colorado 80301-2043 USA. 

¶ If paying by credit card, we encourage you to register online at http://northeast.aee.org/conferences/ 
¶ Credit card payments by FAX: 1-303-440-9581. 



LODGING  INFORMATION  
 

On-site Options 
Lodges:   
 These are winterized buildings with heat, electricity, 

and hot showers. The rooms range from two person to 
12 person bunk rooms. The majority are bunk rooms 
for 6-12 people. Price - $75/person includes 2 nights 
lodging ($37.50 for Thursday night). 

 
Cabins:   
 These are non-winterized cabins that do not have heat 

or electricity. They are arranged in villages around a 
central wash house which has hot water and flush toi-
lets. Each cabin holds 10 people in bunks. Price - $35/
person includes 2 nights lodging. ($17.50 for Thursday 
night). 

 
Camping:   
 There will be a field available for camping. Those 

camping will have access to a wash house with hot 
water and flush toilets. $10/person includes 2 nights 
camping.($5 for Thursday night). 

 
Off-site options 

Appleton House B&B 
413-243-9093 
www.appletonhouse.com 
$135 (per night) includes continental breakfast 
 
Jonathan Foote 
413-243-4545 
1-888-947-4001 
www.1778house.com 
$150 for a room (plus 9% lodging tax) (per night) 
$175 for a suite (plus 9% lodging tax) (per night) 
Both include breakfast, Smoke-free rooms 

 
Quality Inn  
413-243-2700 
$60 - 1 double bed (per night) 

$70—2 double beds (per night) 
www.qualityinn.com  

 

Be sure to mention AEE when you call! 

S ILENT  AUCTION  
Proceeds from this year‘s Silent Auction will benefit the 
NE Region scholarship fund.  The NE Regional Advi-
sory Committee awards scholarships to attend the Inter-
national AEE Conference in the fall and the NE Re-
gional Conference in the spring.  
 

The Host Committee encourages all attendees to con-
tribute to the Silent Auction - bring an item from your 
organization that has your logo—something that will 
guarantee a wild, feverish bidding war! 
 

And don‘t forget to bring your checkbook so that you 
can bid on these exciting items—go home with a treas-
ure from the conference! 

ENTERTAINMENT 
Marmalade Productions (whimsical puppetry) 
 

Gaia Roots (vocal harmonies and percussion rhythms) 
 

S’Mores Extravaganza (an old favorite gone wild!) 
 

Campfire singing, open mic, dancing, whatever! 

 VENDOR/E XHIBIT  H ALL  

Learn about experiential businesses, schools, 
and non-profit organizations in the Exhibit 
Hall. Exhibitors will be selling merchandise 
from their booths—get great stuff! 
 

BOOKSTORE  

SERVICE  PROJECT  

Service is an integral part of the work that we do.  This 
year‘s conference service project will help a local not for 
profit organization within the Becket, Massachusetts area.  
Come to the conference ready to lend a hand! 

LOCAVORE  P ARTY !  

Join us for hors d‘oeuvres showcasing wonderful local 
delicacies such as cheeses, maple syrup, fruit preserves, 
and much more.  Enjoy diverse local snacks and hear 
about the exciting things AEE‘s Northeast Region has 
been up to as the Northeast Region Advisory Council 
catches us up on all the news. 

CONNECT WITH A JOB!  Looking for a job?  Bring  
copies of your resume.  Looking for employees?  Bring  job 
descriptions.  We‘ll provide the space for everyone to find 
what they need!   On Saturday at lunchtime we will provide 
space for job seekers and employers to get together over 
lunch.   

CAREER  CONNECTIONS  

Want to expand your library of important  
experiential education books?  Or maybe catch 
up on some of your reading?  The bookstore is 
the place to find AEE books as well as books 
from other publishers.  

http://www.appletonhouse.com
http://www.1778house.com
http://www.qualityinn.com


 

ASSOCIATION  FOR  EXPERIENTIAL  EDUCATION  
2009 NORTHEAST  REGIONAL  CONFERENCE  

APRIL 17-19,  2009 
HTTP ://NORTHEAST .AEE .ORG/CONFERENCES/ 

 
 

REGISTRATION  BROCHURE   

CONFERENCE  H IGHLIGHTS :  
¶ 10 Preconference Workshops 
¶ Keynote Speaker—Odds Bodkins 
¶ Josh Miner Dialogue Series with Jim Schoel 
¶ Dozens of Exciting Conference Workshops 
¶ Vendor/Exhibit Hall and Bookstore 
¶ Entertainment 
¶ Career Connections 
¶ Food Drive 

 

Association for Experiential Education 
3775 Iris Avenue, Suite #4 
Boulder, CO 80301-2043 

  2009 AEE NORTHEAST REGIONAL CONFERENCE  
REGISTRATION BROCHURE  

APRIL 17-19, 2009   
BECKET-CHIMNEY CORNERS YMCA CAMP       BECKET, MASSACHUSETTS  


